Praying through this week 22"! March 2021
Palm Sunday

s

When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives,
the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all
the miracles they had seen: “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the
Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” Some of the Pharisees in the
crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” (Luke 19:37-39)

Can you take yourself back to that time and place, a time before the full story of
Jesus was revealed? Are you able to immerse yourself in the scene and imagine
yourself as:

e a member of the crowd...the deafening noise, the energy, excitement and
expectation of life under a new ruler...?

e a Pharisee... observing from a distance, feeling threatened and challenged
by Jesus’s arrival and his teachings...?

e the human Jesus...knowing how the story unfolds...the disappointment
that your warnings of events to come have seemingly fallen on deaf
ears...the trepidation at what awaits you,..possible feelings of
isolation...the burden of what you have to carry?

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you,
even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it
is hidden from your eyes (Luke 19:41-42)

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your
king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a
donkey (Zechariah 9:9) Rachel C
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