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Theme – God comes to Bethlehem
Aim – To see how God comes as a human being.
Bible Passages: Luke 2: 1-7
Why not gather all the family together, you may want to sit at the family dining table, on the sofa, in the garden if it’s nice or on a comfy bed and go through this plan together as a family. 
Praise & Worship
“Oh what a glorious night”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6aGLV5CfoTU
Choose between ‘True and false’ or ‘Discussion’ below. 
True and false game
Activity time: 5-10 minutes
Aim: to think about God becoming human
You will need: lively music
1 Play some lively music for the children to move to. When it stops, call out a statement about human beings, such as:
Human beings can live without air. Human beings can talk.
Human beings can fly without wings. Human beings can be in lots of different places at one time.
Human beings cannot sing. Human beings don't have a body. Human beings can help.
Human beings can smile.
Human beings can live under water. Human beings can make friends. Human beings can live without water. Human beings can love.
Invite the children to wave their arms in the air if the statement is true and sit down if it is not true.
2 Play the game again, replacing 'human beings' with 'God'.
3 Say that in today's story they will hear how God became a human being.

Discussion
Activity time: 5 minutes
Aim: to think about the difference between being God and being human
1 Encourage the children to think about what makes us human. For example: we can talk, love, care, help, smile, sing and make friends. Make two columns on a sheet of paper and write their ideas in the first column.
2 Now ask for their ideas on what makes God God. Write these down in the second column. (Keep this for the 'Talking and prayer' in Living the life.)
3 Say that in today's story we hear how, in Jesus, God became a human being like us. Go down each list, asking the children
if they think each description applies to Jesus.

Bible story with drama
Activity time: 15-20 minutes
Aim: to see how God comes as a human being
You will need: puppets from pages 316 and 323
1 Prepare
Set out a room so that you can move around. Divide your space into three areas, putting up signs that say 'Nazareth', 'Bethlehem' and The Inn'. If it isn't possible for you to move around you could use the puppets from pages 316 and 323 to act out the story.
2 Listen
Explain that in today's story the children are going to pretend to be Mary or Joseph - they can choose which! They will have to listen carefully because you are going to ask them some questions after each Bible reading.
Start together in Nazareth. Read Luke 2:1-4 then go round the group asking: What is your name? (Mary/Joseph.) Where do you live? (Nazareth.) Where is your home town? (Bethlehem.) Who is your very famous great, great, great... grandfather? (King David.)
3 Travel
Read Luke 2:5, then talk about what a journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem would have been like. Ask the children to move from Nazareth to Bethlehem as if they were Mary and Joseph. You could ask them questions along the way such as: 'Where did you sleep last night, Mary? Did you meet anyone as you walked along, Joseph?'
4 The birth
Read Luke 2:6,7 then move to 'The Inn'. Ask the children to imagine that the baby has been born and they are sitting in the stable. Ask them these questions: 'How are you feeling, Mary? (Different children will give different answers.)
What will the baby need, Joseph? Did you bring anything with you, Mary, for the baby?'
From these responses emphasise that the baby Jesus was just like any baby - he needed warmth, feeding, clothes, clean nappies, love. He was a truly human baby - but very special, because he was also God!
5 Think and pray
Read Luke 1:69. Then say this prayer: 'Thank you, God, for sending your Son, Jesus, to be born as a human being. Thank you that you know what it is like to be human like us. Amen.'

Worship
Activity time: 10 minutes
Aim: to praise God for our humanity You will need: songs
1 Have fun singing these songs with the children, making up appropriate actions: 'God made you and me', If I were a butterfly' or a similar song.
2 Talk about what makes us so special and different from the animals. Invite the children to make up some actions which show how being human is special. For instance: smiling, talking, caring and singing.
3 Lead this prayer: 'Thank you, God, that I am a human being who can...' Invite the children to join in with their actions.

Prayer
Lord, we remember before you all our brothers and sisters who are weighed down with suffering. Bless and guide us that your love may be reflected in our concern for the hungry, the oppressed and the unloved. Help us to acknowledge and grow in appreciation that all people are made in your image and likeness. Amen

Bible Gateway
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A+1-7&version=NIV
The Birth of Jesus
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
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