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For week of November 15th 2020 
Theme – Given the choice
Aim – To show that God offers us eternal life if we choose to follow Jesus.
Bible Passages: Mark 10:17-31
Why not gather all the family together, you may want to sit at the family dining table, on the sofa, in the garden if it’s nice or on a comfy bed and go through this plan together as a family. 
Praise & Worship
Jesus You're My Superhero https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FY4C930M2Y&t=70s

Choose between ‘Creative Worship’ or ‘Xstream’ below. 
Creative worship
Activity time: 5-10 minutes
Aim: to praise our Creator God and to be reminded that he wants us to follow him
You will need: slices of fruit, kitchen paper (both optional)
1 If possible, take your children outside Alternatively, stay inside and provide fruit for each child
2 If outside, ask the children to identify something they can see that God created.
3 Invite the children to look at what they chose (or eat the fruit) and listen while you read Isaiah 44:24. Invite the children to respond with short prayers of praise to God the Creator. You could get them to complete a sentence such as 'Thank you, God, for...' and 'I praise you that you are...'.
4 Explain that God, who made the world and everything in it, wants us to follow him. That's awesome!

‘Xstream
Activity time: 5-10 minutes
Aim: to think about making choices
You will need: copies of page 205
1 Give each child a copy of page 205
2 Invite them to take it in turns to ask the questions.
3 Encourage them to tell each other why they chose what they did.
4 Allow time for feedback from the others about the choices they made..



Interactive Bible story
Active Bible story
Activity time: 15 minutes
Aim: to show that God offers us eternal life if we choose to follow Jesus
1 Introduce the actions
Explain that in the story, you will mention the following two words - 'rich' and 'important'. When you say 'rich', everyone should say, 'Money, money, money!' When you say, 'important', everyone should clap.
2 Tell the story
Story: Hi! I'm Mark. (Shake hands with children and ask, 'What's your name?' Reply, 'Pleased to meet you!' as each child tells you their name.)
I'm planning to write a book and call it The Good News of Jesus. So I don't forget anything, I've made notes here (indicate this script).
Everything Jesus does and says is amazing! For instance, last week there was a huge crowd listening to Jesus by the lake. I managed to get quite close to him. A boy had brought five small rolls and a couple of fish, and Jesus gave them to the crowd. At first we didn't quite realise what was happening until he'd fed loads of people. By the time he'd finished, he'd fed thousands! Have any of you heard how many people he fed altogether with just one small picnic? (Ask the children to tell you.)
Today a young man came running up to Jesus. He was a very rich young man. Good clothes, nice shoes ... you know. But he was also a good guy - important, well-known and respectable. Like I said - rich and important.
Anyway, this guy said to Jesus, 'What do I have to do to have life with God that lasts for ever?'
He was probably used to buying anything he wanted, but I guess he realised that this was something money couldn't buy. The man had kept the special rules that God gave to Moses. (Ask the children if they can tell you one of the Ten Commandments.)
Jesus was OK with that, but he knew what really mattered to the man. So he said to him, 'All you've got to do is to sell everything you have, give the money to the poor and then come and follow me.'
Ah! That wasn't what the man wanted to hear. He was very rich - nothing wrong with that - but all the money he had and the things he owned was more important to him than anything else.
When Jesus said this, the man became very sad and gloomy. He was going to have to choose whether he wanted to follow Jesus and put him first, or whether he wanted to put his money and all his stuff first.
Jesus had spotted that being rich and having lots of stuff was the most important thing in the man's life. They mattered to him more than God. But Jesus also hoped that he would put what really matters first. I wasn't surprised that the rich guy went away...Jesus said that anyone who doesn't put God first has as much chance of getting to heaven as a camel has of being threaded through a needle! In other words, no chance at all! It was funny, but I could tell Jesus was sad for the guy.
It just shows that being rich or important is OK as long as it isn't what really matters. Following Jesus is what really matters. Jesus wants us to have the very best kind of life, with him. The rich man chose not to follow Jesus after all. What about you? Have you decided what you will do?

Bible stories with activities
Activity time: 20 minutes
Aim: to show that God offers us eternal life if we choose to follow Jesus
You will need: toy banknotes, dice, counters, copies of page 206, a selection of desirable possessions
1 Demonstration
Ask everyone to sit. Place the Bible on the floor. Ask the children how the Bible helps us to follow Jesus.
Explain that sometimes there are things that can get in the way of us following Jesus and making him the most important in our lives. (As you speak, start to pile the banknotes and the possessions you have collected on top of the Bible until it is obscured (suitable items might include smart trainers, sunglasses, DVDs, computer games, a mobile phone, a tablet, brand name T-shirts).)
Say that, of course, there is nothing wrong with having money and lots of stuff, but it's how much it matters to us that can make a difference. (Indicate the money and some of the items.) Sometimes the things we have can become more important to us than anything else, and they can stop us following Jesus.
2 Read
Give the children Bibles each. Read, or ask a confident reader to read, Mark 10:17-27, with the children following.
3 Chat time
Either ask the whole group these questions, or divide the children into small groups to talk about them with a leader:
What did the man want to have?
What is 'eternal life'? (Life with God, which starts now and goes on for ever and ever.)
What did Jesus tell the man to do?
Why did the man go away sad?
What was stopping the man receiving eternal life?
Does that mean we shouldn't have any money or stuff? (No, but it shouldn't be what really matters in our lives.)
What did Jesus ask the man to choose between?
 5 Prayer
Allow time for the children to think about today's Bible verses and what they have learnt. Invite them to pray silently and thank God for the things they have at home, but pray, too, that he will help them to make him the most important in their lives.
Creative prayer
Activity time: 5-10 minutes
Aim: to ask God to help us put him first, before all the things we have
You will need: toy banknotes (optional)
1 Give everyone a banknote and invite them to sit.
2 Ask them to pass the Bible around the circle, with each person holding it in turn.
3 Encourage each child to hold the Bible in one hand and their banknote in the other (alternatively, they can clench their fist). Invite them to pray, silently or aloud, thanking God for the money they have and asking him to help them make him most important in their lives.
4 As they say 'Amen', invite them to let go of the money, or unclench their fist.
Prayer
I thank you, Lord,
for knowing me better than I know myself,
and for letting me know myself better than others know me. 
Make me, I pray you, better than they suppose, 
and forgive me for what they do not know
Amen


Bible Gateway
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-31&version=NIV

The Rich and the Kingdom of God
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’[a]”
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”
24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is[b] to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”
28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!”
29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
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