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For week of October 18th 2020 
Theme – Being accepted
Aim – To be challenged by seeing that Jesus chose to be with people despised by the community
Bible Passages: Matthew 9:9-13
Why not gather all the family together, you may want to sit at the family dining table, on the sofa, in the garden if it’s nice or on a comfy bed and go through this plan together as a family. 
Praise & Worship
City on a hill - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2oCtUYdu8E
Choose between ‘Puzzle and discussion’ or ‘Sing and Pray’ below. 
Puzzle and discussion
Activity time: 5-10 minutes
Aim: to challenge your children to reach out to those who are despised, unpopular or left out
You will need: copies of page 192
1 Invite your children to do the puzzle on page 192 and see who can collect the most smiley faces!
2 Encourage the children to think about real people in their neighborhood, school or church who don't have smiley faces because they feel like they don't belong. How might such people feel? (Sad, angry, bitter, frustrated, hopeless.) How might we make someone feel welcomed, wanted or cared for?
3 Say that, because God accepts everyone, not just 'respectable' people, we should be like Jesus and be ready to do the same, and not worry about what others think.
4 Encourage the children to think of ways to put a smile on someone's face. They could write down their ideas in the space on the sheet.
Sing and Pray’ 
Activity time: 5-10 minutes
Aim: to respond to God's deep, forgiving, accepting love for each one of us
You will need: Deep love song/or a song you like
1 Listen to the song
2 Stress that Jesus loved Matthew, although Matthew had done wrong. God's love for us does not change depending on how good or bad we are. Jesus came to help everyone, because everyone does wrong sometimes. God wants us to love others and forgive them, just as he loves and forgives us.
3 Encourage everyone to get into a circle and sing along to the song.
4 Change the lyrics as follows:
'God loves you and you.' (Point to person on right, then left.)
'He loves me too.' (Point to self)
Interactive Bible story
Bible story
Activity time: 15-20 minutes
Aim: to be challenged by seeing that Jesus chose to be with people despised by the community
You will need: copies of page 191
1 Read the Bible verses
Read the story of Jesus calling Matthew to follow him from Matthew 9:9-13 and invite the children to follow in their Bibles. Choose someone to read the words that Jesus said in verses 9, 12 and 13. Several children could read what the Pharisees said (v 11).
2 Background
Give each child a copy page 191 and ask them to look at 'Hey, it's Matthew!'. Challenge them to find two reasons why Matthew was not popular. Invite the children to name other instances when Jesus reached out to people despised or left out by others.
3 Retell the story
Explain that they need to imagine they are journalists, presenting a TV news bulletin live from Lake Galilee. They should explain what has happened and what other peoples' reactions were. They might even include an interview with Matthew himself, or some eyewitness accounts from bystanders. Perhaps they could also ask for a statement from Matthew's employers - the Tax Department of the Roman government (who would not have been very happy that Matthew walked off and left his job to follow Jesus!).
Encourage them to emphasise that Jesus spent time with people no one else liked, and even asked them to follow him. 
Allow a few minutes for them to prepare this and then give child or all together a chance to present their TV broadcast.
4 Challenge 
Explain that, in Bible times, sharing a meal with someone was one way of showing friendship (another word for that is `fellowship'). You may point out that even today food features largely in our friendships and celebrations (for example, at a wedding, birthday party or inviting someone home for a meal). In today's story, Jesus and his disciples ate with Matthew, as well as with several other tax collectors and people no one else liked. This showed that Jesus was ready to be friends with these people, even though others looked down on them and didn't want to have anything to do with them. Encourage the children
to think of times when this might happen at school or at home. What about break times at school, meals, parties, hanging around with friends and so on? Invite the children to think of people they know who are not popular and who are often left out. How could they be kind and friendly to these people, like Jesus would be?

Bible story with Role play
Activity time: 15 minutes
Aim: to be challenged by seeing that Jesus chose to be with people despised by the community
You will need: copies of page 191; plates, cups, a tablecloth, snacks (optional)
1 Bible story with background
Read Matthew 9:9-13 and encourage your children to follow in their Bibles as you read the verses.
2 Xstream
Help the children learn more about Matthew, about tax collectors in general and about Pharisees, by looking at 'Hey, it's Matthew!' on page 191. Invite your children to read aloud the information.
3 Table talk
Allocate either 'Tax collectors and sinners' or 'Pharisees' to a child or family member. Make sure each person has a Bible to refer to and ask them to imagine that they are at the meal at Matthew's house.
Encourage them to imagine what their characters would be talking about as they ate the meal. Give them time to discuss this with an adult and decide what the tax collectors and sinners, or the Pharisees, might have been saying to each other.
Encourage the children to use their imagination as they try to put themselves in the shoes of the characters they are representing.
They should think what their thoughts and feelings would be about the following:
What had happened during the day (Matthew 9:1-8)? 
What had happened to Matthew (Matthew 9:9)? 
Who else was at the meal (Matthew 9:10)?
Eating a meal in Matthew's house (Matthew 9:11)? 
What Jesus said and did (Matthew 9:12,13)?
 4 Be there!
Invite everyone to sit around a 'table' (real or imaginary).
Remember, that in Bible times, the table would have been a low one, around which everyone reclined, so a tablecloth on the floor would work well.
If you are providing snacks, the children could eat at this point (remember hygiene and allergies). The children representing the Pharisees should sit slightly apart from the others.
Take it in turns for the children to say what they think. Encourage them to speak as if they are those particular people, actually eating a meal at Matthew's house with Jesus. If the children are hesitant initially, try to draw out what their character would have said.

Action Plan
Activity time: 5-10 minutes
Aim: to help people who are left out and unpopular
You will need: a large sheet of paper, a thick felt-tip pen (both optional)
1 Ask your children to think of people who are currently left out, badly treated or looked down on by others, for example, the elderly, the homeless, drug addicts, poor people, people with disabilities, refugees, people in Third World countries. Write the suggestions down.
2 Suggest that the children choose one of these groups to investigate.
3 Together, draw up an action plan of ways to help and get involved, such as praying and fundraising. It may be appropriate to make contact in some way, for example arranging a visit to an old people's home to spend time chatting with the residents.
4 Make sure your action plan involves action and not just good ideas!
Prayer
Dear lord, 
Thank you for showing us that by inviting Matthew to be his friend and spending time with him, Jesus accepted Matthew, showing him love and kindness.
We are blessed for the love he loves each one of us, whatever we have done and us will forgive them and give them a new start 
We ask you to help everyone be like him and accept others, particularly people who are not popular.
In God’s name, Amen
Bible Gateway
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A9-13&version=NIV

The Calling of Matthew
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’[a] For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
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