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For week of October 11th 2020 
Theme – Down a well
Aim – To speak out for God whatever the consequence
Bible Passages: Jeremiah 38:1-13
Why not gather all the family together, you may want to sit at the family dining table, on the sofa, in the garden if it’s nice or on a comfy bed and go through this plan together as a family. 
Praise & Worship
My Lighthouse - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ 
Choose between ‘Chat and pray’ or ‘Celebration praise’ below. 
Chat and pray
Aim: To see the consequences of speaking for God  
Equipment: paper and pen
1. Invite each child to fold a sheet of paper into a wide concertina and draw a person shape on the front fold. When they cut around the person, remind them to leave the end of the hands uncut at the fold so that they unfold a row of paper people
2. Encourage them to write their name on the end person, then to write the names of anyone who had helped them learn about God on the other people
3. Invite them to hold their paper people up and thank God for these people who have spoken out for him and helped them
Celebration praise
Aim: to see that speaking up can be hard.
Equipment: Sticky notes and pen 
1. Ask the children if they’ve ever found speaking up for God difficult. Char about the different things people can do to make it difficult for us (laugh at us, tell us we’re stupid, ignore us, spread gossip about us). As the children say their ideas, write them on separate sticky notes.
2. When you have six or more idea, challenge the children to organise them in order, according to how difficult they find (or imagine) them to cope with.
3. Say – Today they will see how Jeremiah spoke for God even in a tough situation.



Interactive Bible story
Activity time: 20 minutes
Aim: to speak out for God, whatever the consequences
1 Bible Timeline
Ask if all can remember Moses, Daniel, Jesus and Paul. Can anyone remember ways they spoke out for God? Say that today's story is about a man who spoke out for God even when there were difficult consequences.
2 Story with voices
For this activity each member of your family, each person could be, Jeremiah, another Ebedmelech, another Zedekiah and finally one to be the soldiers. (The soldiers can double up with Ebedmelech.)
Explain to all that as you tell the story you will stop at various points and ask someone to express how their character was feeling at that time. The person(s) should pretend to be that person and answer as if they were thinking aloud. (And then take out the last sentence).
To help the children get the idea of a voice collage, give them a practice run with simple, random sentences such as, 'Sausages for dinner!' and invite each child to make a response to that. You can read the story straight from the Bible, using a translation such as the CEV or the GNB.
Read Jeremiah 38:1-3. Say that the commanders of the army must have felt really annoyed with Jeremiah for speaking so negatively just before a battle. Ask the 'soldiers' to give their thoughts about Jeremiah's prophecy.
Read Jeremiah 38:4-6. Say that the well was a horrible place for Jeremiah to be. It would be dark, cold and wet -and Jeremiah hadn't even done anything wrong! Invite the 'Jeremiah' group to give Jeremiah's thoughts.
Read Jeremiah 38:7-10. Say that King Zedekiah obviously felt quite confused about Jeremiah - he had allowed the soldiers to imprison Jeremiah and was now ordering Ebedmelech to let him out. Ask the 'king' child to give the king's opinion on Jeremiah. Then invite the 'Ebedmelech' group to give you Ebedmelech's thoughts about Jeremiah. Why is Ebedmelech concerned anyway? He isn't even Jewish!
Read Jeremiah 38:11-13. 
*Ask the 'Ebedmelech' person to give Ebedmelech's thoughts while he was rescuing Jeremiah. Encourage the 'Jeremiah' child to give their thoughts now that Jeremiah is free. 
*What do they think Jeremiah will do next? 
*Will he continue to give God's words or will he keep quiet? Invite the whole group to join in with giving Jeremiah's thoughts.
3 Response
Ask the children if they have ever had a difficult time because they have told other people about God. Perhaps a friend has laughed at them, or their parents haven't been interested. They can share details if they wish.
Give the children some time to pray quietly, telling God about when they have found it hard to face the consequences of speaking out for him. Encourage them to ask God for the courage and the opportunity to speak out for him in the future and to tell other people they meet about him. Suggest that they could pray about inviting friends to special church services or events.
Bible story with interview
Activity time: 20 minutes
Aim: to speak out for God, whatever the consequences 
You will need: figures from page 184
Telling the story
Tell the story and challenge the children to act it out using the figures from page 184. Give the images to each person until there are none left, ask them to move the figures as you read the story from Jeremiah 38:1-13. This should take a maximum of 5 minutes.
2 Interview
Divide the children into small groups, give each group a sheet of paper and tell them that they are newspaper journalists. Challenge them to create a newspaper page about the events of this chapter of Jeremiah. They will need at least one catchy headline, a short article and one or more illustrations. Suggest that the children pretend to interview Ebedmelech and include that in their article.
Give them some sample questions to answer for Ebedmelech: Why was Jeremiah in the well?
Why were you worried about Jeremiah? You can't care about his words - you aren't even Jewish!
Why do you think Jeremiah is so unpopular with people? Do you believe that Jeremiah speaks God's Word?
Are you worried about the war with Babylon?
They could also include an interview with Jeremiah, asking him why he insisted on telling everyone God's Word if he knew it would upset people. Did he know it would get him into trouble? Will he keep on telling people God's Word, even if it means more trouble in the future? (Take the opportunity to tell the children that Jeremiah wanted to obey God and he knew that obedience to God was more important than pleasing the king.) Invite the children to work together as they create their newspaper page. Children who are not keen on writing could draw a series of illustrations with appropriate captions. When they have finished, encourage the children to share what they have done with the rest of the group.
3 Respond
Say that Jeremiah wasn’t alone in speaking for God – many people have done that through history. Can you think of anyone who has done that in the bible? Then think and pray that God would give them the same qualities that their bible hero had. Encourage them to ask God to give them boldness in their own lives.

Take-home worship
Aim: to think about the consequences of speaking out for God
Equipment: Cartoons from page 185
1. Get an incomplete cartoon sheet for each child
2. Read the cartoons together and talk about what might happen next – what might be the consequence for the person who has been speaking up for God?
3. Challenge the children to compete the cartoon with a positive consequence and one with a negative one.
4. Invite the children to take a few minutes to pray that God will help them speak out for him, even when its tough.
Prayer
Lord, 
Give us the desire to obey you no matter what. 
And please help us trust your plan for our lives. 
Amen









Bible Gateway
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+38%3A1-13&version=NIV
Jeremiah 38:1-13
Jeremiah Thrown Into a Cistern
38 Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jehukal[a] son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur son of Malkijah heard what Jeremiah was telling all the people when he said, 2 “This is what the LORD says: ‘Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine or plague, but whoever goes over to the Babylonians[b] will live. They will escape with their lives; they will live.’ 3 And this is what the LORD says: ‘This city will certainly be given into the hands of the army of the king of Babylon, who will capture it.’”
4 Then the officials said to the king, “This man should be put to death. He is discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city, as well as all the people, by the things he is saying to them. This man is not seeking the good of these people but their ruin.”
5 “He is in your hands,” King Zedekiah answered. “The king can do nothing to oppose you.”
6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king’s son, which was in the courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it had no water in it, only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the mud.
7 But Ebed-Melek, a Cushite,[c] an official[d] in the royal palace, heard that they had put Jeremiah into the cistern. While the king was sitting in the Benjamin Gate, 8 Ebed-Melek went out of the palace and said to him, 9 “My lord the king, these men have acted wickedly in all they have done to Jeremiah the prophet. They have thrown him into a cistern, where he will starve to death when there is no longer any bread in the city.”
10 Then the king commanded Ebed-Melek the Cushite, “Take thirty men from here with you and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern before he dies.”
11 So Ebed-Melek took the men with him and went to a room under the treasury in the palace. He took some old rags and worn-out clothes from there and let them down with ropes to Jeremiah in the cistern. 12 Ebed-Melek the Cushite said to Jeremiah, “Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to pad the ropes.” Jeremiah did so, 13 and they pulled him up with the ropes and lifted him out of the cistern. And Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard.
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