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For week of September 13th 2020 
Theme – In the potter’s shop
Aim – To realise that God knows everything and wants us to change
Bible Passages: Jeremiah 18:1-12
Why not gather all the family together, you may want to sit at the family dining table, on the sofa, in the garden if it’s nice or on a comfy bed and go through this plan together as a family. 
Praise & Worship
Rise up and shine - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pt62Vkws8vM
Ask Seek Knock - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3vXskhI1ig
Praise
Aim: to praise God because he knows everything
1. Ask all if any of them are experts in anything in particular. Perhaps they know everything about horses or Minecraft. Tell them that there is someone who knows absolutely everything! Challenge all to guess who this person is.
2. Ask all to suggest some of the things that God knows. When you shout ‘everything’ they should jump up in the air and shout out, ‘I praise you, God’. Do this a few times. 
Bible story – all change
Aim: to realise that God knows everything and wants us to change
1. All change game
Get into pairs if possible. Then in stand at different parts of the room, while your partner stands opposite them.
Explain – when you hear the word ‘change’ or ‘changed’ everyone must run to the opposite side (where the partner was), as you do this, give your partner a ‘high five’, as you run past them. As they pass, they should, ‘All change!’
Read the story below, remembering to pause while the children exchange places. If numbers are not even, it doesn’t matter. If you don’t have room to run from place to place, you could get them to swap chairs or jump instead. 
Story
Hello, this is Jeremiah. I am a prophet and God gives me special messages to pass on to people. The other day God told me to go to the pottery. He said when I got there he would tell me what to say to the people. So I went there and saw the potter making clay pots oh his pottery wheel. I noticed that whenever the clay would not take the shape he wanted, he would change his mind and form it into some other shape. I saw him change his mind over and over again. Each time the clay changed shape, he formed another pot. He was very clever. As the potter changed his clay, God showed me what he wanted to say.
This is God’s message: ‘I have power over you, just as a potter has power over clay. I am going to destroy you and your country because you have changed from your good wats into bad ways. But if you decide to change back to your good ways, I will change my mind, and not destroy you. If I promise to make you strong, but then you change and start doing bad things again, I will change my mind and not help you. I have decided to strike you and your country with disaster, and won’t change my mind unless you stop doing bad things! You need to change your ways and start living good lives. But I know you won’t listen. You might as well answer, “We don’t care what you say. We are not going to change. We have made plans to do very bad things, and we are going to be stubborn and do what we want!”
2. Continue
Read the story a second time, challenge all to count how many time you say ‘change’ or ‘changed’.
(There are 12).
3. Reflect
Say – people were reminded so many times in the story to ‘change’ their ways. Ask the children what they think God was trying to tell his people. God knows everything and, because he loves us, is always giving us opportunities to change. Pray together and ask God to help us to listen to him, and put right the things in our lives that he wants us to change. 
Bible pots
Aim: to search for more things that God knows.
Equipment: copies of Splash! Pg.165, a bible and scissors 
1. Give out copies of the Splash! Sheet from pg. 165. Explain that they are going to find out more about God, using the bible.
2. Ask all to search with you in the bible to try and find one of the verses on the sheet. When they have found the verses, ask a child to read it out and then chat together about what it tells us about God. Cut out the pot that shows the right answer and stick it over the correct pot outline.
3. Challenge all to look up the other verses this week, and remember to thank God for knowing everything!
Sorry
Aim: to think about what we need t change in our lives
Equipment: copies of Splash! Pg. 164
1. Ask all to find the picture of the wonky pots. Explain that, just like these pots, we all go a bit wonky at times, and do or say things that would not please God. Explain that because he loves us and he wants us to say sorry and change these things in our lives.
2. Encourage all to write or draw in the first pot that they want God to help them change in their lives, then spend some quiet time saying sorry to God. Ask the children to continue this during the week with the rest of the pots. 
Pray together or individually asking God to help with this.
3. Ask – does anyone want to lead us all in a prayer to end todays session?
Amen
ICB – International Children’s Bible, full bible passage. 

The Potter and the Clay
18 This is the word the Lord spoke to Jeremiah: 2 “Go down to the potter’s house. I will give you my message there.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house. I saw him working at the potter’s wheel. 4 He was making a pot from clay. But something went wrong with it. So the potter used that clay to make another pot. He used his hands to shape the pot the way that he wanted it to be.
5 Then the Lord spoke his word to me: 6 “Family of Israel, can’t I do the same thing with you?” says the Lord. “You are like the clay in the potter’s hands. 7 There may come a time when I will speak about a nation or a kingdom. I might say I will pull that nation up by its roots. Or I might say I will pull that nation down and destroy it. 8 But if the people of that nation are sorry for the evil they have done, I would change my mind. I would not carry out my plans to bring disaster to them. 9 There may come another time when I will speak about a nation. I might say that I will build up and plant that nation. 10 But if I see it doing evil by not obeying me, I would change my mind. I would not carry out my plans to do good for them.
11 “So, say this to the people of Judah and those who live in Jerusalem: ‘This is what the Lord says: I am preparing disaster for you right now. I am making plans against you. So stop doing the evil you are doing. Change your ways and do what is right.’ 12 But the people of Judah will answer, ‘It won’t do any good to try! We will continue to do what we want. Each of us will do what his stubborn, evil heart wants!’”
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