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For week of October 4th 2020 
Theme: Harvest
Bible Passages: Genesis 41
Why not gather all the family together, you may want to sit at the family dining table, on the sofa, in the garden if it’s nice or on a comfy bed and go through this plan together as a family. 
Praise & Worship
Our God is a great big God - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaXPXWBcE3I 
Ask – Does anyone know what Harvest is? – It is when all the ripe crops are gathered. 
Say - The Harvest Festival started a long time ago, back in the Victorian times.
Today it is celebrated all over the world! Farmers also used to lay out a big Harvest Feast for lots of people to enjoy!
Today we have lots to be thankful for! Think of something in your head that you are thankful for. Give a few examples e.g. my family are safe and well, I am healty, I have food to eat, etc.  (Pause for a minutes). Ask all to share what they are thankful for and write them down on a piece of paper. 
Harvest then and now
Equipment: pictures attached to this download.

Picture 1 
Years ago farmers didn’t have machines to milk cows. They used to sit on a stool and milk the cow’s milk into a bucket. Just like the picture on the left and now today we have machinery to help farmers milk the cows. 
Look at the picture altogether and talk about what it would be like years ago to sit and milk a cow, would they have a sore back? What if they had lots of cows, how long would it take? Etc. 
Picture 2
They also didn’t have planter machines to plant all the crops years ago.  They would take hours and days getting the field all ready and then plant all the different seeds. Now we have different planting machines, and it makes the soil right for planting and plants the crops for us. Take time to look at the pictures and talk about what you would prefer – to it by hand or with a machine?
Picture 3
They didn’t have combine harvesters to bring in all the crops either, they used to have to go out to late in the day and carry big baskets on their backs and pick every single good crop. It must have hurt their body and especially their backs. 
I bet today they are thankful to have all the new technology which has built different tractors to help them on their fields. What do you think about all this?
Bible Story
Equipment: Pictures attached, pictures 4 to 10.
Tell the story and as you come to the yellow highlighted areas, show the picture in order.
 
Years ago, the bible tells us of a big famine. A famine (pic4) is where there is no food, food won’t grow on the land. This happened when Joseph (pic 5) (who wore the colourful coat) was in Egypt. The king had a dream, (pic 6) a strange dream and he did understand it. So he asked for Joseph who was gifted by God to know the meaning of dreams. Joseph explained what the dreams meant and then suggested what they should do. They were going to have (pic 7) 7 great years where the land would constantly be producing really good crops. But then there would be 7 years where the land would be in (pic 8) famine and there would be no crop able to grow. So Joseph made a plan, to (pic 9) build big building and for the 7 good years start to store food and crop in them and then when the 7 bad famine years came they could give out the food in the stores and no one would go hungry. 
Today, this remind us as Christians of all the good things God has done for us. And we celebrate it with a Harvest Festival. People in church bring in (pic 10) food like veg, rice, pasta, cereal and more and leave it at the front on church. The church is also decorated beautifully, and we sing and pray and thank God for all the that he has done. We also pray for people who don’t have food and at the end of the service the food is taken to a local foodbank, which is a place that gives food to people who may not have food or not very much food. 
Now why not take a minute to close your eyes and again think of all that you are thankful for and anything else you want to be thankful for now. 
Harvest is an important celebration because we can think about everything, we are thankful for and also think of those who need our help and we can help them by giving food to those in need. If our whole community did this, I wonder how many people we would help and would feel loved by kindness. 
God loves each one of us here and those all over the world, he wants us to care for one another and help other people. How can you do this as an individual or as a family?
Take time to close your eyes, play some quiet music in the background and listen and talk to God on how you can help other people. 
Prayer
Father God,
Thank you for harvest time,
for food to eat and plenty to share.
We are thankful for (say all the things you wrote down at the start).
Help us to hear you and know how we can help other people today and tomorrow and forever. 
Be with all those who are in need today. Help the foodbanks to help all in need of food.
Help different charities as they give furniture and clothing to those in need to. 
Amen.

Craft
Use the outline of the leaves and corn – colour them in and decorate. Write everything you are thankful for as a family or individual on each item. Then stick them together into a circle (you may need quite a new of them). Hang it up and every time you see it, thank God for each item on it.

Make it bright, colourful, add more, add just coloured leaves etc. too.
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