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For week of August 23rd  2020 
Theme – Ezra
Aim – To appreciate the leaders God gives us
Bible Passages: Nehemiah 8:1-10; Ezra 7 
Why not gather all the family together, you may want to sit at the family dining table, on the sofa, in the garden if it’s nice or on a comfy bed and go through this plan together as a family. 
Praise & Worship
My Lighthouse - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaW_4MWSE6I&feature=emb_title (also on our website) 
Match the coach
Aim: to think about what makes a good sports coach
Equipment: puzzle from pg. 157
1. Either individually or as a family, challenge all to match the people to the objects in the puzzle on pg. 157. 
2. Talk about how these people prepared and trained for a long time before they became coaches or trainers themselves.
Talk about what they will have done as part of their training: studying, practising, watching others, listening to experts, following instructions.
3. Explain – today we are going to hear about one of God’s coaches who spent a long time getting ready for the job God asked him to do. 

Bible story  
Aim: to understand more about being on God’s team and that he is the champion
Equipment: Jesus’ words (attached), food and drink (optional) 
1. Start with a family/’team’ chant of ‘He is the champion!’ Encourage all to be enthusiastic and have fun with singing, movement and percussion. 
2. Talk about Ezra – Ezra had a job of bringing God’s team together. But it didn’t depend just on Ezra; every person in the team had to play a part. Part of that was to stay focused on God with their team chant (See Nehemiah 8:6)!
3. Rules of the game
Explain - God had given Ezra the job of bringing his people back to him. Would anyone like to the storyteller? – read Nehemiah 8:1-3; ‘On the first day of the seventh month, the people came together in the open area in front of the Water Gate. Then they asked Ezra, who was a teacher of the Law of Moses, to read to them from this Law that the LORD had given his people. Ezra the priest came with the Law and stood before the crowd of men, women, and the children who were old enough to understand. 3 From early morning till noon, he read the Law of Moses to them, and they listened carefully.’
Explain – For the Israelites the Law of Moses was a bit like their Bible – it told them how God wanted them to live. Sometimes they didn’t find the words very easy to understand, but Ezra had his team ready to help them! 
Team play
Beforehand, hide pieced of paper around the room, each with a name of one of Ezra’s helpers on (verses 4,7,8) - 4 Ezra stood on a high wooden platform that had been built for this occasion. Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah were standing to his right, while Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hash Baddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam were standing to his left. 5 Ezra was up on the high platform, where he could be seen by everyone, and when he opened the book, they all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the great LORD God, and the people shouted, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed with their faces to the ground and worshiped the LORD. 7-8 After this, the Levites Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, and Pelaiah went among the people, explaining the meaning of what Ezra had read.
Enough copies for oner per child. Challenge the children to find one of the names and then say which team member they have found. Enjoy trying to say the names!

Talk about – Ezra’s team worked together with him by explaining God’s laws to the people, helping them to come closer to God. In church we have different people who are leaders e.g. Jeni – vicar, Vicky – administrator, Ali – worship etc. Each of them work together as a team to make sure church happens and each have their own role to play. 
Turn over the paper with the names on them. Ask all to write their own name on the back of their one. Explain that they are part of God’s team too. 
What might God want them to do as part of the team?
4. Have a copy of the following words for all to see, Jesus summarised these words, ‘the Law’: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind. This is the first and most important commandment. The second most important commandment is … Love others as much as you love yourself. All the Law of Moses … are based on these two commandments.’ (Matthew 22:37-40). 
Talk about these verses, encourage all to explain to the others in 60 seconds what they think it means to keep these commandments. 
5. Losing – or winning 
Invite someone else to be the ‘storyteller’ to read Nehemiah 8:9-10; ‘The people started crying when God’s Law was read to them. Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher, and the Levites who had been teaching the people all said, “This is a special day for the LORD your God. So don’t be sad and don’t cry!” 10 Nehemiah told the people, “Enjoy your good food and wine and share some with those who didn’t have anything to bring. Don’t be sad! This is a special day for the LORD, and he will make you happy and strong.”’
Ask – why do you think the people were upset, when they heard the words of the Law? (They realised they hadn’t been keeping God’s Law).
Say – The Israelites said it was a time to celebrate, not to be sad. Bring out some food and drink (optional) share it together. As everyone is sharing food, encourage all to think about why the leaders said they didn’t need to be sad any more. (When we come to God, wanting to live his way, he welcomes us). 
Talk and make 
Aim: to appreciate the leaders God gives us
Equipment: copies of pf. 158, ribbon (optional)
1. Talk about the qualities that made Ezra a good leader: he loved God, he studied God’s Work and obeyed it, he helped others to know more about God, he was trustworthy, he was respected because he lived a good life and he trusted others to do the job he had trained them to do. 
2. Ask all to think about some of the leaders they know. Which of these qualities do they have?
3. Encourage all to make the medal (attached) and to think about a leader they would like to give it to. Why not then deliver them to the leader and explain why they are getting it. 
Active prayer
Aim: to thank God for our leaders
1. We are going to pray together to thank God for our leaders. Ask all to stand in a space facing you, ask the children to repeat each line after you and to copy the actions. 
When you whistle, jump a quarter turn. 
2. Thank you God for [name your church leader(s)].
Children repeat
Whistle and jump

Thank you God for [name your Sunday group leaders].
Children repeat
Whistle and jump

Please help our leaders to follow you.
Children repeat
Whistle and jump


Please help us to love our leaders.
Children repeat
Whistle and jump
Amen
Repeat (all should be facing you again). 

Bible Gateway
 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+126&version=ICB
Nehemiah 8:1-10 International Children’s Bible (ICB)
8 All the people of Israel gathered together in the square by the Water Gate. They asked Ezra the teacher to bring out the Book of the Teachings of Moses. These are the Teachings the Lord had given to Israel.2 So Ezra the priest brought out the Teachings for the crowd. This was on the first day of the seventh month. Men, women and all who could listen and understand had gathered. 3 Ezra read the Teachings out loud. He read from early morning until noon. He was facing the square by the Water Gate. He read to the men, women and everyone who could listen and understand. All the people listened carefully to the Book of the Teachings.4 Ezra the teacher stood on a high wooden platform. It had been built just for this time. On his right were Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah. And on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam.
5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was above them. As he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, the great God. And all the people held up their hands and said, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.7 These Levites taught the people the Teachings as they stood there: Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah. 8 They read the Book of the Teachings of God. They read so the people could understand. And they explained what it meant. Then the people understood what was being read.
9 Then Nehemiah the governor and Ezra the priest and teacher spoke up. And the Levites who were teaching spoke up. They said to all the people, “This is a holy day to the Lord your God. Don’t be sad or cry.” All the people had been crying as they listened to the words of the Teachings.10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy good food and sweet drinks. Send some to people who have none. Today is a holy day to the Lord. Don’t be sad. The joy of the Lord will make you strong.”
Ezra 7 International Children’s Bible (ICB) - Ezra Comes to Jerusalem
7 After these things[a] during the rule of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra came up from Babylon. Ezra was the son of Seraiah. Seraiah was the son of Azariah. Azariah was the son of Hilkiah. 2 Hilkiah was the son of Shallum. Shallum was the son of Zadok. Zadok was the son of Ahitub. 3 Ahitub was the son of Amariah. Amariah was the son of Azariah. Azariah was the son of Meraioth. 4 Meraioth was the son of Zerahiah. Zerahiah was the son of Uzzi. Uzzi was the son of Bukki. 5 Bukki was the son of Abishua. Abishua was the son of Phinehas. Phinehas was the son of Eleazar. Eleazar was the son of Aaron the high priest. 6 This Ezra came to Jerusalem from Babylon. He was a teacher. He knew the Teachings of Moses well. The Teachings had been given by the Lord, the God of Israel. Ezra received everything he asked for from the king. This was because the Lord his God was helping him. 7 In the seventh year of King Artaxerxes more Israelites came to Jerusalem. Among them were priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers and Temple servants.
8 Ezra also arrived in Jerusalem. It was the fifth month of Artaxerxes’ seventh year as king. 9 Ezra had left Babylon on the first day of the first month. And he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month. God was helping Ezra. 10 Ezra had worked hard to know and obey the Teachings of the Lord. He also taught the rules and commands of the Lord to the Israelites.
Artaxerxes’ Letter to Ezra
11 King Artaxerxes had given a letter to Ezra. Ezra was a priest and teacher. He taught about the commands and laws the Lord gave Israel. This is a copy of the letter:
12 From Artaxerxes, king of kings. To Ezra the priest, a teacher of the Law of the God of heaven.
Greetings.
13 Now I give this order: Any Israelite in my kingdom who wishes may go with you to Jerusalem. This includes priests and Levites. 14 Ezra, you are sent by the king and the seven people who advise him. You are to ask about how Judah and Jerusalem are obeying the Law of your God, which you are carrying with you. 15 Also take with you the silver and gold the king and those who advise him have given freely. It’s for the God of Israel, whose Temple is in Jerusalem. 16 Also take the silver and gold you receive from the area of Babylon. And take the offerings the Israelites and their priests have given as gifts to the Lord. They are for the Temple of their God in Jerusalem. 17 With this money buy bulls, male sheep and male lambs. Buy the grain offerings and drink offerings that go with those sacrifices. Then sacrifice them on the altar in the Temple of your God in Jerusalem.
18 Then you and your fellow Jews may spend the silver and gold left over. Use it as you want and as God wishes. 19 Take to the God of Jerusalem all the things put in your care. They are for the worship in the Temple of your God. 20 And you may get anything else you need for the Temple of your God. Pay for it from the royal treasury.
21 Now I, King Artaxerxes, give this order to all the men in charge of the treasury west of the Euphrates: Give Ezra anything he asks for right away. Ezra is a priest and a teacher of the Law of the God of heaven. 22 Give him up to 7,500 pounds of silver, 600 bushels of wheat, 600 gallons of wine and 600 gallons of olive oil. And give him as much salt as he wants. 23 Carefully give him whatever the God of heaven wants. Do it for the Temple of the God of heaven. We do not want God to be angry with the king and his sons. 24 Remember, you must not make these people pay taxes of any kind: priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, Temple servants and other workers in this Temple of God.
25 And you, Ezra, use the wisdom you have from your God. Choose judges and lawmakers to rule the Jews west of the Euphrates. They know the laws of your God. And teach anyone who does not know them. 26 Whoever does not obey the law of your God or of the king must be punished. He will be killed or sent away. He will have his property taken away or be put in jail.
27 Praise the Lord, the God of our ancestors. He caused the king to want to honour the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem. 28 The Lord has shown me, Ezra, his love. He did this before the king, those who advise the king and the royal officers. The Lord my God was helping me. So I had courage. I gathered the leaders of Israel to return with me.
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