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For week of August 16th 2020 
Theme – Dedication and celebration   
Aim – To recognise the work God does among his people.  
Bible Passages: Nehemiah 12:27-43; 6:15, 16; Psalm 126  
Why not gather all the family together, you may want to sit at the family dining table, on the sofa, in the garden if it’s nice or on a comfy bed and go through this plan together as a family. 
Praise & Worship
Jesus your my superhero - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7-pQrQBI_k&feature=youtu.be (also on our website) 
Choose between ‘Chat and pray’ or ‘Celebration praise’ below. 
Chat and pray
Aim: to think about how we celebrate the work God does  
Equipment: pictures from pg.150
1. Show the pictures from page 150. Ask the children what is being celebrated (a christening, walking without crutches, a party meal and a ceremony for opening a building).
Ask how people are thanking God for the work he has done.
2. Encourage all to think of new ways they can tank God for what he does. Do it together as a family. 
3. Remind all that God helped Nehemiah and the Jews rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Say that now they are going to discover how they celebrated and thanked God.   
Celebration praise
Aim: to celebrate God in action
Equipment: paper and pen 
1. Invite all to describe how God works in their life – for example, a talent he has given them. Make a list. 
2. Encourage all to think of different ways they can celebrate, such as cheering, clapping or jumping up and down. Read out the list in the form of a prayer, thanking God for each person. Ask – how can we celebrate?
3. Say - God never changes. He works through us today just as he worked though the Jews when they rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.



Bible story with signs 
Aim: to recognise the work God does among his people
Equipment: Copies of the brick wall, different coloured pens, paper and Pg.151 for all. 
1. Prepare
If possible, print off pg. 151 for all. 
2. Quiz
Print off the brick wall template, print of a few and tape them together. Give all a different colouted pen/pencil. Use the questions below for a quiz or make up your own questions to recap last weeks session.
Encourage all to colour in one brock for each question they answer correctly. At the end the person with the most correctly answered wins! 
3. To make the quiz more challenging ask the question and give no multiple choice. 
Quiz:
a. What was the name of the man in charge of rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls? 
Joshua, Solomon or Nehemiah (Nehemiah)
b. Why were the walls broken? 
They weren’t strong enough, The walls had been broken down from when Jerusalem was attacked and the people taken into exile; no one had built them up since, or There was a bad storm. (The walls had been broken down from when Jerusalem was attacked and the people taken into exile; no one had built them up since). 
c. What did the people living around Jerusalem think about the walls being rebuilt? They we’re really excited, they didn’t care, or they didn’t like it. (They didn’t like it).
d. What did they do? 
They laughed and plotted to attack them, they watched or they helped them. (The laughed at the Israelites, then plotted to attack them).
e. What did Nehemiah do when the people laughed at him? 
He got angry, he prayed, he spoke to them. (He prayed).
f. What did Nehemiah do when people plotted to attack them? 
He made lots of weapons, he got scared or he prayed and set guards. (He prayed, and set guards in place).
g. What did the Israelites wear when they were rebuilding the wall? 
Builders hat, armour and weapons or shorts, it was too hot. (Armour and weapons).
h. What did they have to do if they heard a trumpet? 
Work faster, help fight, take a break. (Come and help fight the attack).
i. What did Nehemiah sleep in? 
Nothing, cloth or his work clothes. (His work clothes, so he was ready to fight if there was an attack).
j. Could the Israelites have rebuilt the wall without God’s help? 
No, Yes, Unsure. (No).
4. Bible Story
Help all to create a giant frieze or cartoon strip to illustrate today’s bible passage. 
Read these verses to show what should be drawn:
a. The work is finished – Nehemiah 6:15,16
b. Special holiness ceremonies – Nehemiah 12:30
c. Procession round the walls with songs of praise – Nehemiah 12:27,31 
d. Celebrating in front of the Temple – Nehemiah 12:40,43

Or retell the story, creating one illustration per paragraph:
a. At last the work on the wall round Jerusalem was completely finished. Our enemies had laughed at us and tried to stop us from completing the task by plotting to attack us, but now we had finally finished.
We looked at the wall and thought about our hard work and prayer, and remembered that it was God who had helped us rebuild it.

b. When the day came to dedicate the city wall, people came from all around Jerusalem to join the celebrations. The priests carried out special ceremonies to cleanse and purify themselves, and then they did the same for everyone else. 

c. We divided into two groups and marched in procession around Jerusalem on top of the city walls. It was fantastic. We marched round singing praises to God and playing cymbals, trumpets, harps and other musical instruments. 

d. We met in front of the Temple. God had made us very happy so we spent the day celebrating and offering sacrifices to God. Everyone joined in – all the men, all the women, and all the children. Their joyful shouts could be heard from far outside Jerusalem. 
5. Ask the children to look at the faces from pg. 151 and to point to the face that best fits their mood after listening to this Bible story. If they have their own copy of the page, they can draw a circle round the face or colour it in. Have a brief time of silent prayer when the children can talk to God about how they feel. 
Take-home worship
Aim: to recognise the work God does in our lives and to thank him
Equipment: copies of pg. 152
1. Give all a copy of pg.152 and help them to each make their own ‘Thank you book’: cut along the green lines, including the line in the centre; fold the storybook along the fold (dashed) lines, then open it out again; hold pg. 3 and 4, and page 7 and 8 together, then push towards the centre; then fold the pages around to make the storybook, which begins with pg.1. (You may want to do this in advance).
2. Look through the Thank you book together. This prayer diary activity is designed to encourage the children to put what they have learnt into practice at home and to thank God for the work he does in their lives. Begin with the drawings on pg.2 and 3 or the puzzle on pg.8 to give the children a head start. 
Prayer
Think of things God has done in your life. 
Now thank God for all he has done for you and helped you with. 
Think of something you would like to be better at.
Ask God to help you get better at it.
Amen
Bible Gateway
 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+126&version=ICB
Nehemiah 12:27-43 - Giving of the Wall of Jerusalem
27 The wall of Jerusalem was offered as a gift to God. The Levites were found in the places where they lived. And they were brought to Jerusalem to celebrate with joy the giving of the wall. They were to celebrate with songs of 
thanksgiving and with the music of cymbals, harps and lyres. 28 They also brought together singers. They came from all around Jerusalem and from the Netophathite villages. 29 They came from Beth Gilgal and the areas of Geba and Azmaveth. The singers had built villages for themselves around Jerusalem. 30 The priests and Levites made 
themselves pure. They also made the people, the gates and the wall of Jerusalem pure.
31 I had the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall. I appointed two large choruses to give thanks. One chorus went to the right on top of the wall. This was toward the Trash Gate. 32 Behind them went Hoshaiah and half the leaders of Judah. 33 Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah and Jeremiah also went. 35 Some priests with 
trumpets also went, along with Zechariah son of Jonathan. (Jonathan was the son of Shemaiah, who was the son of Mattaniah. Mattaniah was the son of Micaiah, who was the son of Zaccur. Zaccur was the son of Asaph.) 
36 Zechariah’s relatives also went. They were Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah and Hanani. These men played the musical instruments of David, the man of God. Ezra the teacher walked in front of them. 37 They went from the Fountain Gate straight up the steps to the older part of the city. They went on to the slope of the wall. They went above the house of David to the Water Gate on the east.
38 The second chorus went to the left. I followed them on top of the wall. Half the people were with me. We went from the Tower of the Ovens to the Broad Wall. 39 We went over the Gate of Ephraim to the Old Gate and the Fish Gate. We went to the Tower of Hananel and the Tower of the Hundred. We went as far as the Sheep Gate. We stopped at the Gate of the Guard.
40 The two choruses took their places at the Temple. Half of the leaders and I did also. 41 These priests were there with their trumpets: Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah and Hananiah. 42 These people were also there: Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malkijah, Elam and Ezer. The choruses sang, led by 
Jezrahiah. 43 The people offered many sacrifices that day. They were happy because God made them very happy. The women and children were happy. The sound of happiness in Jerusalem could be heard far away.
Nehemiah 6:15 - The Wall Is Finished
15 So the wall of Jerusalem was completed. It was on the twenty-fifth day of the month of Elul. It took 52 days to 
rebuild.
Psalm 126 
Lord, Give Our Riches Back
A song for going up to worship.
126 When the Lord gave the riches back to Jerusalem,
    it seemed as if we were dreaming.
2 Then we were filled with laughter,
    and we sang happy songs.
Then the other nations said,
    “The Lord has done great things for them.”
3 The Lord has done great things for us,
    and we are very glad.
4 Lord, give us back our riches again.
    Do this as you bring streams to the desert.
5 Those who cry as they plant crops
    will sing at harvesttime.
6 Those who cry
    as they carry out the seeds
will return singing
    and carrying bundles of grain.
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