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For week of July 19th 2020 
Theme – God moves in 
Aim – To realise that how we do things is important to God 
Bible Passages: 1 Kings 5-8 
Why not gather all the family together, you may want to sit at the family dining table, on the sofa, in the garden if it’s nice or on a comfy bed and go through this plan together as a family. 
Praise & Worship
Every move I make https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPvnZILn6EY (on our website too)
Jesus love is very wonderful - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CaMVjO_GruA
Guessing Game
Aim: to think where we can experience God
Equipment: Xstream pg. 132 and a pen/pencil
1. Give everyone the Xsteam page and invite all to look at the close-up pictures.
2. Challenge all to identify the pictures and suggest where they would find them. Then share answers.
3. Encourage all to put a pick by the items that are found in places where they could think about God and talk to him.
4. Explain that God is always available – we can be aware of him wherever we are and whatever we’re doing! 
Architects 
Aim: to consider the complexity of Solomon’s task
Equipment: paper, pen, art materials (optional) 
1. Invite everyone to create a picture of a building to use for worshiping God. Encourage all to think big! And come up with extravagant designs.
2. Admire the finishes pictures and then talk about the practicalities: How would they go about building one of these? Where would they start? What would they need? Help them realise that it could be very complex and difficult.
3. Explain that you will be discovering what it takes to build a temple as you find out about one of the big tasks God had for King Solomon to do. 




Bible story with props
Aim: to realise that how we do things is important to God
Equipment: a bag or props; bag, stick, hammer (real or toy), stone, gold (ring or necklace),  plans e.g. for a construction toy or flat-pack furniture, a box, torch, 
1. Remembering 
Challenge all to see if they can remember;
- who was the king of Israel before Solomon? (David)
- what about the king before him? (Saul)
Explain – Saul and David were great kings, but neither of them built a temple for the people to worship God in. 
2. Listen and touch
Invite all to sit together closely, one at a time, feel the prop inside the bad and guess what is inside it. (Guide them to the next prop you want!) Pass the bag around as you tell the next part of the story.
Story: God chose King Solomon, who loved and trusted him, to build a place where the people could come and worship God. King Solomon checked the plans God had given to him and so he knew what he needed to build the Temple and how to build it. 
Tree: (a stick): The best tree for building grew in another country. Solomon asked the king of that country for the very best trees and King Hiram agreed. King Solomon paid for the trees with wheat and olive oil so King Hiram could feed his people. 
Hammer: (real or toy): There was much work to be done. King Solomon ordered 30,000 workers to cut the logs.
Stone: Solomon needed large stones so he ordered 80,000 workers to cut stone blocks, and 70,000 people carried the stones to where the Temple was being built. 
Gold: (a ring or necklace): Inside the Temple, at the back, a special room was built. It was called the ‘Most Holy Place’. All the walls were covered in pure gold! 
Plans: (for a construction toy or flat-pack furniture): It took King Solomon and his workers seven years to finish the place for the people to worship God – God’s temple. King Solomon followed God’s plans – he didn’t change anything. 
Box: (any size): God has asked Moses to make a covenant box from acacia wood. Now King Solomon had the box covered with pure gold. It was then taken to the Most Holy Place. Inside the covenant box were the rules God gave to Moses for his people, the Israelites, to follow. They were called the Ten Commandments. Solomon asked the priest to carry the covenant box to the Temple, while everyone was in Jerusalem for a celebration. 
Light: (a torch): As the priests were leaving the Most Holy Place as cloud, shininh with dazzling lights to show the Lord’s presence, filled the Temple – God had moved in! King Solomon prayer, ‘Now I have built a glorious Temple where you can live forever!’ Everyone worshiped God. 

3. Reflect
Ask all if there was any particular things Solomon did as he built the Temple that would have made God very happy.
4. Repeat
Pull all the props back in the bag, and tell the story again in the same way, reminding all to listen to things that would make God happy. Each time they notice something, pause and all say the following prayer together: ‘God, please help us to do things in a way that please you.’ 
Maze
Aim: to make some choice
Equipment: copies of Splash! Pg.131 
1. Give everyone copies of pg.131. Explain that to find their way through the maze the children must decide at each statement which child is doing things in a way that God likes. 
2. As they do this, or after they have finished, challenge all to choose a way in which they would like to please God this week. Invite them to share this with all and also to ask God to help them with this. 
Prayer
Aim: to choose a way to please God
Equipment: Paper and pen/pencil 
1. Ask all what they have learnt about this session. Be open to their answers, as we don’t know what God may be teaching them. Also encourage them to talk about how God was interested in the details of how Solomon built the Temple. Ask them if they think he is also interested in the details of how we do things.
2. Challenge the children to choose one thing to do this week in a way that pleases God, and draw or write it on a piece of paper. 
3. Say the following prayer; encouraging each individual to say it in turn at the end what they are going to do. 
Dear God,
Thank you that even little things in life are important to you.
Please help us to please you this week by ………
Amen. 
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