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Aim: To hear that God promised that one of David’s family would always be King.
Bible Passages: 2 Samuel 7

Activity 1: Tent building (Reception+)
Aim: To think about the special tent where the covenant was kept.
Equipment: cushions, chairs, blankets, boxes – anything that could be used to make a tent!
1. Work together to create your own special tent. I wonder if you could build it big enough that you could all sit inside, or you could sit in it one at a time.

Recap Quiz (Yr 2+)
Do the following quiz with the children to recap David’s story so far. Encourage the older ones to look up the bible cues in their Children’s Bible. You might want to write them on pieces of paper for the children to actively explore.
1. In which book of the Bible does the story of David start? Clue: look at chapter 16 in each of these books – 1 Kings; 1 Samuel; Exodus. A: 1 Samuel.
2. Who was King before David? Clue: Look at 1 Samuel 16:1. A: Saul.
3. Where did David grow up? Clue: Look at 1 Samuel 16:1. A: Bethlehem.
4. Who was David’s dad? Clue: Look at 1 Samuel 16:1. A: Jesse.
5. What was David’s job when he was a boy? Clue: Look at 1 Samuel 16:11-13. A: Shepherd.
6. Who became David’s friend after he defeated Goliath? Clue: Look at 1 Samuel 18:1-4. A: Jonathon. 
Bible Story with deliberate mistakes (Yr2+)
Aim: To hear that God promised that one of David’s family would always be King.
Equipment: Bible verses from Xstream page 112.
1. Listen carefully.
Challenge the children to listen carefully while you read the selected verses from 2 Samuel 7 from Xstream page 112. Tell them when you read it a second time, it will sound a bit different and they need to spot the differences. The first time you read it, use the words in bold, the second  time, add in the error words by replacing the words in bold for those in italics in brackets. 
2. Error Spotting.
When you read the words in italics in brackets for the error words, invite the children to put their hands on their head like a crown and say the error word – you could challenge them to try and remember the correct word. End by reminding them that David responded to God’s message with thanks and praise, and that we can also respond to him with thanks and praise. 

Bible story with actions and noises (Reception – Yr1)
Aim: to hear hat God promised that one of David’s family would always be King
1. Decide on actions or noises for the following words – some examples are given to get you started!
Shepherd – baa like a sheep
Family – hug your family or yourself and say “aww”
Bethlehem – point to the window in the room 
King – make a crown on your head
House – make a roof shape with your arms above your head
Jerusalem – point to the door in the room 
King forever – trumpet fan-fair noise
2. Story: David was a shepherd in Bethlehem, in the land of Israel where Saul was king. Samuel was a prophet who listened to God and told the people what God wanted. One day Samuel came to David’s family house and told David God had said he would be the next king. 
Years went by, and Saul and his family died in battle, and David was made king, just as God had said.
King David lived in a beautiful house in Jerusalem. He brought the covenant box, the sacred chest representing God’s presence, back to Jerusalem. It was kept in its special tent.
David had an adviser called Nathan. Nathan was a prophet, who listened to God and told people what God wanted. One day, David told Nathan that he would make a special house, a temple, for God’s covenant box. Nathan said this was a good plan, but in the night God gave Nathan a message for David.
You should not build a house for God’s covenant box. God is happy with the special tent where the covenant box has always lived. God took you from being a shepherd and has made you king. God promises that one of your family will become king next and he will build a house or the covenant box. And what’s more, one of your family will be king for ever!
When David heard this, he went into the special tent. He thanked God for all the amazing things God had already done for him, and for all the amazing things God had promised to do for his family, including that one of his family would be king for ever. He praised God, saying, ‘God, you are great! There is no one like you!’.
Many years later, David died and his son, Solomon, became king and built a special house for the covenant box.
Hundreds of years went by, and someone from David’s family had a baby in Bethlehem. The night the baby was born, some shepherds visited the family. They said the baby was born to be king. Do you know what his name was? He is the King of kings – king forever! 
3. Response. To help understanding, ask the children:
What did David plan to do?
Who did God say would do it instead?
What did God promise David?
How do you think David felt when he heard this?
Craft 1: Praise cube
Aim: to praise God for all he does and promises
Equipment: cube template from the last page of this document, pens, glue or Sellotape decorations from around the house
1. Colour in and decorate the different squares on the cubes template.
2. Stick it together using glue or Sellotape.
3. Roll it and talk about the different words on the dice. They were all part of David’s prayer and praise to God.
4. You could use it to think about what God gives to us and thank him for these things.
Craft 2: Colouring sheet (attached to this email)

Prayer activity
Aim: To pray like David did
Equipment: paper, pens, construction bricks, tent (if you made it earlier)
1. If you want to use the tent you made earlier, or build one now to pray in, please do! Below are a couple of prayer activities, you could choose or do both!
2. Invite the children to draw pictures of something they would like to pray for, it could be a prayer of thanks, praise or help. It could involve family, friends, nature, the world.
3. Invite the children to use construction bricks to spell out a word they would like to pray for, or build it. 
4. Pray: fill in the gaps with what your children have written or built.
Dear God,
Thank you that you are always with us and have a plan for us.
Thank you for…
We praise you for…
Please helps us with…
Be with us and our family this week,
Amen.
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